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a sense of intimacy and purpose i1 :
Cathedral Heights residence
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drew on an array of archifectural devices to re-establish order and
still retain the open qualify of the space.

The home's interior wds, and still is, anything but traditional.
The architects devised cabinctry to shape views, with big open
frames atop storage consdles. Ceilings were dropped slightly to
create a sense of intimacy i\ the living and dining areas. Trim was
installed over doorways to §raw the eye upward. To unify spaces
and add sophistication to plyin woodwork, patterns were scored
on walls, floating ceilings and {oors.

Today, the interplay of eboniked wood, cream surfaces and white
trim is as fresh and relaxed as the couple’s vintage Donghia chairs
and collection of Mid-Century Mpdern classics. The serene ambi-
ence gives little hint of the scope & change. Windows on the long
north wall were enlarged and are n\w adorned with chic rolling
screens. Casarella also upgraded a seridg of hidden service spaces—
a closet, a powder room and a butler’s Rantry—along the home’s
shared south wall. By encroaching on 12 incRes of prime floor space,
she realigned a powder room door (it no longégopens into the living
room), tucked a gas fireplace into the living areawgd turned a closet

sryle kitchen wﬂ:h its seating area and fireplace, rhe owner reaso
“We didn't need two dishwashers or a 48-inch fridge.”

Casarella attributes the success of the project to an observation
she made about her clients: “They are architects at heart.” Years
ago, the owners had experienced the power of architecture, having
built a house from scratch with Washington architect Heather
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e % the Potomac River. Three moves later, Cass
dm:ctcd the couple to Cunningham and Casarella—both former
colleagues —for their latest project.

Casarella worked long distance on the design, receiving photos
and furniture dimensions from the owners, who preferred to retain
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The master suite on the second floor inc
bedroom {pictured here) and a bath with sho
(right, top) and custom pearwood vanity kdmm 2
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