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ly as I envision it.”
The uniform appearance of

engineered stone allows home-
owners to easily match color
lots, since amanufactured
quartz countertop does not have
themovement or variance of
natural stone, says Ed Rogers,
director of business develop-
ment of Caesarstone, based in
Van Nuys, Calif.

“A quartz countertop has the
translucence of stone without
the flaws of natural stone,” Rog-
ers says. “Engineered stone
removes any concern consumers
may have about pitting and
fissures that occur naturally in
real stone.”

Engineered stone is non-
porous, waterproof, and stain-,
heat- and scratch-resistant. The
surface of e-stone is smooth and
can have a shiny or honed ap-
pearance. Because it lacks sur-
face holes, engineered stone
does not support the growth of
bacteria and doesn’t require
sealing as natural stone does.

While it can be as expensive
as a builder’s-grade natural
granite countertop, Rogers says
engineered stone is the fastest
growing product in the counter-
topmarket.

“More people have become
aware of quartz countertops,
especially when they’re remod-
eling and doing a kitchen or
bath upgrade,” he says. “Engi-
neered stone also complements
othermaterials — such as stain-
less steel, wood and ceramic
tile.”

Rogers says an upgrade in
countertop surfaces is an easy
way to uplift a kitchen or bath-
room.Without fabrication and
installation, expect to pay $10 to
$20 and up per square foot for
engineered stone, compared to
entry-level ooba-tooba granite,
which can run nearly $30 per

square foot. Engineered stone
slab sizes vary, but a standard
American size tends to be 561⁄2
inches wide by 120 inches long
by 11⁄4 inches thick.

Engineered stone is most
often fabricated in the sameway
granite is, using a wet sawwith a
diamond-tipped blade. Because
it is a manufactured product,
engineered stone colors match
better than natural stone, mak-
ing grout joints less conspic-
uous. Rogers says grout joints

White engineered stone is a top-seller in Caesarstone’s quartz surfaces. Featured here is the Linen pattern
that helps create a clean, minimalistic kitchen environment.

Caesarstone Quartz Surfaces photos

Engineered stone is counter-revolutionary for those who want the look
of stone, without the sealing maintenance and possible fissures that
come with a natural surface. Caesarstone’s Belgian Moon patterned
countertops are made primarily of quartz, creating an ultramodern feel.
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A new Stone Age is dawning
in today’s kitchens and
bathrooms. Countertops

and backsplashesmade with
engineered , man-made orman-
ufactured stone have a natural
look without themaintenance of
real stone.

Also called e-stone or quartz
countertops, engineered stone is
amanufactured surface com-
prisingmore than 90 percent
quartz. The remaining ingre-
dients include high-perform-
ance polymers, resins and pig-
ments that are colorized tomim-
ic natural stone or concrete
surfaces.

Caesarstone introduced engi-
neered stone to the American
market in 1999. Although Cae-
sarstone developed and
launched the countertop prod-
uct in 1987, today, other manu-
facturers — including Silestone,
Zodiaq and Cambria — also
market their own brands of
engineered stone.

Engineered stone is counter-
revolutionary for those who
want the look of stone without
the sealingmaintenance that
comes with a natural surface.
Jeff Lewis, a Los Angeles-based
designer and star of Bravo TV’s
“Flipping Out,” doesn’t skip
engineered stones when selec-
ting countertops for clients.

“(Engineered stone) is a ma-
terial that blends into bothmod-
ern and transitional designs,” he
says. “With the consistency of
Caesarstone, I don’t have to have
to fly to a location just to visit a
local stone yard. If the design
calls for a dark BelgianMoon
color, then I simply specify (that)
tomy clients in Florida, New
York orMissouri, and have the
peace of mind knowing that the
design will come together exact-

can be glued together with an
epoxy that leaves a 1⁄16-inch gap
between slabs.

Custom edges like bullnoses,
ogees and premium bevels can
give engineered stone counter-
tops added flair. “Depending on
the fabrication of a countertop’s
edge, it can look traditional or
ultramodern,” Rogers says.

While a basic granite counter-
top has a palette of about a doz-
en colors fromwhich to choose,
Rogers says Caesarstone offers
45 different consistent colorings,
ranging from apple green to
black.

“Our top-selling engineered
stone color for countertops is
white, polished to a satin finish,”
he says. “Many homeowners also
choose black countertops, pol-
ished to a satin finish, as well. A
matte or honed finish on a black
countertop will show every-
thing, including fingerprints.”

Rogers has a white engi-
neered stone countertop in his
own kitchen and appreciates
how easy it is to clean. “A spilled
glass of red wine on engineered
stone will wipe up easily with a
nonabrasive soap and water,” he
says. “Unlike some stone coun-
tertops, engineered stone won’t
absorb the stain, because it is
nonporous and doesn’t require
sealing like a natural stone.”

In the event of damage, a
professional can polish or fill in
chips to repair an engineered
stone countertop. Caesarstone
offers a lifetime warranty for
countertops installed in resi-
dential homes, andmany com-
panies whomanufacture engi-
neered stone offer at least a
10-year transferable warranty.

Get look of real stone without maintenance
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Extra-wide
furniture
Launched in 2009, the newly
expanded Plus Size Living Col-

lection by
Brylane Home
specializes in
“hard to find”
furniture,
extra-wide
hanger sets,
scales and
other person-
al items that
add comfort
and beauty to
the lives of

plus-size customers. Made with
quality, durable products that
support up to 350 pounds, the
collection includes extra-wide
bar stools ($69.99), a tufted
chair and ottoman ($199.99 and
$99.99, respectively), extra-
large mesh office computer
chair ($199.99) and an extra-
large storage chair ($99.99).
Also, find desks built to allow
room for wider chairs; solid
wood kitchen and dining chairs
with and without arms; parson
dining chairs; and more than 20
styles of oversized quilts.
Through Dec. 31, customers
using coupon code BHPRPSL15
receive 15 percent off their
highest-priced item. Check
www.brylanehome.com.

Under the banner, “100 Candles for a
Cure,” Green Daffodil Studio in Ferndale
will donate $5 from each handmade soy
candle sold during October, Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, to the Pink Fund
to help someone currently battling
breast cancer pay their monthly bills.
The 8-ounce candles, with a coconut,
pineapple and tropical scent, are $12 at
Green Daffodil Studio, 624 Livernois,
Ferndale; and Yellow Door Art Market,
Berkley. Info: (248) 547-4172;
www.greendaffodil.com.

Pick a pumpkin for your parlor and
watch glass-blowing demonstrations at
the third annual Glass Pumpkin Fest
Show and Sale Saturday and Sunday at
the Glass Academy, 25331 Trowbridge,
Dearborn. Pumpkins range from $35-
$250; admission is free. Info: (313) 561-
4527; www.glassacademy.com.

Curbed Detroit
comes to town
From the Ren Cen to Eight Mile
and beyond to the ’burbs, Curbed
Detroit, the newest in the Curbed
Network’s online real estate
blogs, is casting its spotlight on
neighborhoods, architecture,
real estate and issues relating to
the Motor City’s built environ-
ment. Check out the news, gos-
sip and often-barbed commen-
tary about Detroit’s renewal and
real estate prices at www.de-
troit.curbed.com, or use the
tipline, detroit@curbed.com.

New site for
custom-made
curtains
A new online decorating site,
www.curtainsmade4u.com,
offers more than 500 designer
fabrics from retailer Calico Cor-
ners, plus six styles of curtains
and easy-to-install rods and
hardware. Curtains, from fan-
and pinch-pleats to flat panels,
grommets, inverted box pleats
and rod pockets, can be custom-
made for windows from 2 feet to
131⁄2 feet wide and up to 15 feet
long — and sized to exact mea-
surements. The site offers visual
previews and fabrics from de-
signer collections such as Dwell-
Studio, Iman Home and Thom
Filicia Home. Swatches and ship-
ping are free.

SUSAN R.
POLLACK
Detroit News
Design Writer

Brylane Home

ThinkGlass

M. Plucinsky

Curtains Made4U

Green Daffodil

Art-glass counters
Bring art to your kitchen island or bath-
room vanity with Artistic Glass Counter-
tops from Quebec-based ThinkGlass by
glass master Michel Mailhot. Made from
100 percent recyclable glass with an
inherent luminescence, these custom,
one-of-a-kind countertops are as strong
and durable as natural stone and have a
textured finish that hides fingerprints,
resists scratches and is impossible to
stain, according to the company’s pro-
motional materials. Customers may
select their glass thickness, edge treat-
ments and even add LED lights to further
personalize their design. “ThinkGlass
countertops finally make it possible to
integrate art into the kitchen in a way
that is both functional and extremely
beautiful,” says Mailhot, whose palette
ranges from shimmery hues reminiscent
of the ocean to contemporary bold
splashes and streaks infused into the
glass. Check www.thinkglass.com or
call (877) 410-4527.

Special events and promotions
across Metro Detroit

Homestyle online
Go to detnews.com/homestyle
Discover additional
Homestyle features,
photos and videos.

About us
Homestyle is published every
Friday by The Detroit News.
Your questions and comments
are welcome.

Write to us at: jdiebolt@detnews.com
or Homestyle, 615 W. Lafayette Blvd.,
Detroit MI 48226
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On the cover
Sweet Thing in Birmingham
makes this candy-packed,
21⁄2-foot tall, three-tiered, edible
cake-shaped centerpiece. More
Halloween finds on 8H.


